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MINUTES 
BIKE, PEDESTRIAN, AND TRAILS COMMISSION 

May 4, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Matt Gworek called the virtual meeting to order at 6:00 pm on May 4, 2020. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

BPTC Members:  Matt Gworek, Chairperson 
Niki Delson, Member 
Laurie Loeb, Member 
Meg Plumb, Member 
Michael Gorman, Member 

Town Staff Present: Kevin Schorzman, Staff Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 

Guests: Ian Edlind, Prospective Commission Member 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Niki moved to approve the Bike, Pedestrian, and Trail 
Commission meeting minutes from March 2, 2020.  Michael seconded the motion, 
and it was unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA 
There were no persons present, not on the agenda, to address the Commission. 
 
UPDATE ON EIGHTH STREET PROJECT 
Kevin updated the Commission on the status of the Eighth Street Project under the 
current Covid-19 guidelines.  Alta Planning + Design (Alta) was able to initiate the 
public outreach for the project before the stay-at-home order was issued.  However, 
since that time the project has essentially been put on-hold.  Alta has suggested 
several options for the project to move forward, including creating a virtual venue 
during which public input could be gathered and posting a more detailed survey on-
line.  Kevin questioned whether members of the public would have the desire to add 
one more thing to a potentially long list of activities, given the current restrictions of 
the safer-at-home order.  He also noted that Alta would have to agree to any 
significant changes to the scope 
 
Matt did not want to lose momentum, and would like to see at least some progress 
on the project. 
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Meg suggested that the project status be revisited on a month-to-month basis, 
depending on the length of the current restrictions.  She suggested that if Alta 
received a critical mass of surveys, it might be possible to model the most feasible 
separation of traffic and pedestrians with signage, temporary striping and/or barriers.  
These approaches could be offered up without meetings and demonstrate what each 
scenario would look like in the physical space. 
 
Niki pointed out that for older adults this is not a good time; many need to stay at 
home to avoid exposure to the virus.  She pointed out that 13% of Carbondale’s 
population fits into that demographic, and since many are staying at home, many of 
the issues are not being realized right now.  She suggested that Covid-related issues 
are more cogent right now, and that the Eighth Street project be put on-hold until the 
“new normal” has had a chance to evolve. 
 
Meg pointed out that in many urban areas, streets are being closed to cars in order 
to provide more room for pedestrians to “social distance.”  She suggested the 
possibility of closing 8th Street to cars for six months. 
 
Kevin will reach out to Alta to gauge the response to the postcards that were mailed 
out.  He pointed out that, given the current situation, it is unlikely that any construction 
will take place until 2021. 
 
Kevin also brought up the fact that the Crystal River Trail across from the Fish 
Hatchery has been paved—a portion of the asphalt had been removed to allow for 
repairs to a waterline and had been gravel for most of the winter.  The trail along the 
north and west side of Snowmass Drive will receive a 2-inch overlay beginning 
Wednesday, May 6th.  The overlay will help extend the life of the trail. 
 
DISCUSS TOWN OF CARBONDALE BIKE ETIQUETTE CAMPAIGN 
Matt introduced the main topic of discussion, which was a possible Town of 
Carbondale Bike Etiquette Campaign.  He suggested that the Commission review 
the Aspen Street-Smart Education Program to see if there are elements that might 
work for Carbondale.  He urged the Commission to decide which messages they 
would like to convey and how they would like to convey them.  He wondered if there 
was Town Staff available to take on an ad campaign. 
 
Laurie asked under whose jurisdiction the Crystal River Trail was.  She pointed out 
that the trail stop sign at Prince Creek Road has been missing since last fall. 
 
Kevin said he would check on it.  He indicated that the trail outside of TOC limits is 
under the jurisdiction of Pitkin County Open Space and Trails. 
 
Niki felt like there are two separate issues that fall under this topic including ongoing 
maintenance and issues related to the current Covid-19 guidelines.  She didn’t think 
that the BPTC needed to re-invent messaging, just take what is available and adapt 
it to Carbondale’s particular needs.  In particular, she would like to see continued 
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emphasis on maintaining the 6’ social distance protocol, especially as the trails 
become more crowded with the nicer weather. 
 
Meg asked whether the Town could be proactive about expanding available public 
space. 
 
Kevin pointed out that the Town doesn’t have the resources to close streets and the 
re-open them on a regular basis.  He also suggested that the BPTC contact the 
Carbondale Emergency Task Force if there was specific messaging about bike 
etiquette they would like to get out; he will forward contact information to Matt. 
 
Niki suggested that any bike etiquette messaging related to the Task Force might fall 
under Human Capital line of effort.  She also felt like the social distancing protocol 
was important enough to repeat it in many different ways. 
 
Matt brought the conversation back to possible bike etiquette messaging beyond the 
current Covid-19 response.  He reiterated his original comment that the Street-Smart 
campaign was a good option, and he would like to recommend something similar to 
the BOT.  He pointed out that the messages appear in more than one town, and 
wondered if Carbondale could join forces and share the messaging and/or artwork.  
He asked Kevin if there were staff available to take this on. 
 
Kevin replied that there might be a TOC staff member that could help distribute 
information, but that there really isn’t staff available to take such a campaign on 
especially this time of year.  Kevin indicated that he would be willing to research 
contacts and make the call, but felt like the BPTC would need to edit the messaging 
to make it Carbondale-specific. 
 
 NEW MEMBER APPLICATION: IAN EDLIND 
Ian introduced himself to the Commission.  He lives in Carbondale on Maroon Drive 
and wants to become involved.  He uses the trails, the dog parks, and the sidewalks, 
and in his previous home had a website called TrailVoice.com in which he profiled 
trails and rivers.  He has helped host Potomac River clean-ups, as well as a number 
of other bike and environmental-related side projects.  He is excited to be involved 
in any type of community outreach. 
 
Motion Passed: Meg moved to recommend to the Board of Trustees the approval 
of Ian Edlind as a full member of the Bike, Pedestrian, and Trail Commission.  
Laurie seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The May 4, 2020, regular meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. The next regular meeting 
is scheduled for June 1, 2020, at 6:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


